
Web Page Layout & Design 



• Using Tables

• Using CSS (Cascading Style Sheets)

• Using Frames

If you are building a normal site with HTML, lets 

look at the 3 ways you can format it.

format



Defining a Web Site 

• The very first step in designing a Web site is to 
define it. And to properly define a site there are 
three questions that must be answered.

• The answers to these questions will guide you 
as you construct the site.

1）What is the purpose of the site?         

2）Who will be visiting the site? 

3）How will the site serve the client? 



Page Size and Layout 
• Of the biggest challenges for Web builders is the 

variability of the screen sizes with which they must work. 

Deciding on how wide a Web page should be is based 

on several factors. One of the biggest decisions for 

anybody creating a Web page involved choosing which 

is the most appropriate size for the design. 

800×600    －－→ 778×435

1024×768    －－→ 1002×600

1366×768    －－→ 1140×600

1440×900    －－→ 1200×710

1920×1080  －－→ ？
2560×1440 －－→

Generalized Screen Sizes

960/950

1140

7684:3

16:9

Above the fold Web Design

1200



Anatomy of a Web Page

• The elements of a web page are like organs; they are 

vital to a properly functioning and aesthetically pleasing 

web page. These are the main elements of a web page. 

There are many different ways to organize them but this 

is perhaps the most common basic layout used online.  



Header

• the header sits at the top of the document. 

LogoSlogan Ad banner

Good News! Dining-room II 40% off      today



Navigation 

• Navigation is at the heart of any good Web 

design. The ability of visitors to get around a site 

quickly and easily is extremely important and 

cannot be stressed enough. 

• Navigation is usually in the header or on the left 

(under the header), or both depending on the 

amount of content you have. 



Content 



Footer

• the footer sits at the bottom of the document. 

Copyright Information

Contact mail

Contact telephone

ICP register (if in China)

Hunan Agricultural University     湘ICP备05000003号

Copyright © 1995-2006 eBay Inc. All Rights Reserved.Designated trademarks and 

brands are the property of their respective owners.Use of this Web site constitutes 

acceptance of the eBay User Agreement and Privacy Policy. 

http://pages.ebay.com/help/community/png-user.html
http://pages.ebay.com/help/community/png-priv.html


The actual divisions

• Header 

• Site Navigation 

• Content 

- Left Column

- Right Column

• Footer 



Left T model

Left T model



Right T model

Right T model



三 model

三 model



二 model

二 model



口 model

口 model



POP model

fluid－layout ?

POP model



Golden Ratio Layout

• Ф =√5-1)/2 = 0.618 



douban.com

• Left Column width:590px; 

• Whole page width:950px; proportion:0.621



QQ.com

• Right Column width:600px; 

• Whole page width:960px; proportion:0.630



twitter.com

• Golden rectangle layout



• Web Layouts Should Keep it simple, stupid

• Readable font size and face

• Limit File Size

• Keep your navigation in the same place on 

each page. 

• Keep your header and footer the same on all 

your pages. 

• Don't make your pages too long. 

• Ensure your homepage leads logically into the 

different areas of your site. 

Website layout best practice 



Web Bloopers

• "This site best viewed with _____" 

• "Under Construction" 

• Background music 

• Horizontal scrolling 

• Animated GIFS and Flash

• Scrolling text or marquees 

• Splash pages 



The End


